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U N I T E D STATES E N V I R O N M E N T A L P R O T E C T I O N AGENCY 
REGION VI 

120I ELM S T R E E T 

DALLAS, TEXAS 7S270 

October 15, 1980 

Mr. Marc Nelson 
Environmental Scientist 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
:̂.ox 26124 
Albuquerque, Naw Mexico 87125 

Oear Mr. Nelson: 

Confidential Claim Retracted 

Authorized bv: -^-w 

U.S^EOLOGIjSAL SURVEY 
ALBUQUERQUEi'NEW MEXICO 

Date: 0/^0/"/3> 

This le t te r is in response to your September 22, 1980 request to review 
the Anaconda Company*s proposed reclamation plan for the Jackpile-Paguate 
Uranium Mine Complex located on the Laouna Indian Reservation near Grants, 
New Mexico. The mine has operated for 28 years on approximately 7500 acres 
of land. ! 

The Plan provides a very comprehensive overview of the general approach 
that Anaconda proposes to take to reclaim the areas impacted by i t s mining 
a c t i . c i e s at Jackpile-Paguate. However, quantitative data which are 
needed to detemine impacts, and hence adequacy of the reclamation opera-
t lons, were found to be almost to ta l l y absent.—Also, references to "eTtab=— 
lish.^d regulatory guidelines," "appropriate environmental regulations," 
and "future studies" were too general. Specific regulations should be 
referenced and appropriate portions cited to show compliance. 

We offer comments on the three specif ic areas as requested. Other observa
tions have been noted that we hope w i l l be helpfu l . 

RCRA Regulations 
I 

You specifically askrd if the reclamation would be in compliance with the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) regulations governing mining 
wastes. These waste materials may be subject to the hazardous waste 
regulations. 

On May 19, 1980, EPA published regulations on most of the wastes we intend 
to regulate. In the enclosed preamble of these regulations, including 
radioactive wastes and mining overburden as a hazardous waste is discussed. 
EPA is deferring the development of regulations and management standards 
for radioactive wastes until Congress clarifies our authority to control 
these wastes. Corqressional clarification is expected this year. 

If EPA is given authority to regulate such wastes, permits will be required 
and facilities will be subject to meeting standards. Permitting requirements 
for Indian Lands will be administered by EPA and cooperating agreements will 
need to be developed among interested parties. Thus, the State of New Mexico 
and the applicant compar\y should be notified of the pending Congressional 
actions. 
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